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e 9259 che Lend ee 
beheaded, he ſays, That Lord had 
10 been ard, bas — 1 


| rake my Thy = He declare in 
= ers! waging 2 de by «this 
Publication is this, To acknowledge, 
beſides the Obligation of my Debts, 
Aha of other Favours of an extraor- 
inafy/ Nature, which you have been 
pleas to heap u upon! me heretofore. 
Af this be à Fault, it is What a grate- 
ful Heart muſt always commit. © 
— To! „ 1 muſt r Bolides : 
— 3 e an n= 
edi edito ede 7 
| carry on my Buſineſs with 
2 ede Eaſe and kde „hieb is 


DDI ruf f 
ble of, and ought never to be forgo 
byeme. BAN Sin mri 
"Boy "1 ſhar'd.no leſs in the Kintineſs of 
Sir Jobnl ITbompfon, vrho diſtflbuted 
his! Bountiesd with At liberal Handl. 
He aſſiſted me, at my firſt ſetting 
out, with Letters of Credit and 
ee en crghikhnpagd doof 
great Uſe and Benefit in my Affaits. 
 -Unhappy me! that 3 nocht 
iter Fruits from ſuch Indulgence l- 
Likewiſe to my en 9 
wean Friend, Mr. Tacker, I addreſs 
my ſelf, who is able to cbnfitm Nhat 
1 Thavealleds'd' in reſpect of M Mid- 
forũ two Years: before: I ileft England, 
at which Time you expr eſs di Sur- 
prize that I dior deal-with * 
but you have ſince eepetienc 
Ca 10 ou and fat ea mg y A IE 
So that yow-have: lets — 
that Iregardede him no more. It 
was on your Debt that he elaunidoas . 
. eden ad thereby got himſelf 
elected an Aſlignee. But Eneedi ay 
more here, n 
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om] tie — — AS your Fa- 
thers) dat well as mine, 
and under them ya had your Edu- - 


aten 7 
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bol car I ox. 


eee eee op 
| —9——— a few Bus 


eee The — 
derflanding you have ſo happily 
ma -idiftinguiſhable in all Places, 
and 0 all Occations, could cleat- 
| Over; [-whether-the horizontal 
Stun af Beaver Hat is any Pre: 
ſervative to your religious or moral 
FTenets; or if there be anyiganor 
cal Rule for meaſuring a Man) 1 : 
by e een than by his 
„ A avoiding: 5 e 
did not hinder you from being eruly 
the — and by Comſe- 
eee, een the Privile- 
Liberties of the teſt and 
- moſt e 
the greateſt Pleaſure I could receive 
abroad, to hear of your Calli wit 
ne my Friends, to that great 
929 5 = 0 1 Yo _ N 
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rable State of our Infolvent Priſoners; 
noble was your Reſentment, 
h you found them funk beneath 
a more inſupportable Loke than 
utiſb Slavery, for which the juſt 
ignation of the Parliament fell 
on thg ruel Authors of their Suf⸗ 
ferings! Fot this alone you deſerve 
raiſe and Thanks of all Men; 5 
and this too gives-me Hopes, that 
tho I have been long hung upon the 
 Tonter ef Erpectution, 1 thallJ6on ſync, 


pathize with them in theEnjoy ment 


ety My Freedom and native Liberty, 
agreeable to the Conſtitu nion 


— erg Subject, as Have 
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#4 * . N- vs 82 Hg. lde 


Mm - 

W RF. o * 
. 
* 82 


n * =; wy ao tie ching bios: 
Man labouring under the 
y Wei eight of N isfortunes,.. 
0 2 burthen'd with all 
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enen bu if; an u race af ahi. 
Lind was ever attended with more than 
S Hatdfhip then perhaps Will 
AM unhappy” Cafe” deferve à particular 
| Conlideritio on: And if I can obviate thoſe 
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; then ſha des 75 0 þ 
n, fo narufal ro y em- 


ent 1 ehm Zurope. 258 
But, as if thoſe Fl ub FO 
85 all and afflict a Mind almoſt 
5 eſpair, and a inde 


traint unknown: I: dork, amp our 
on. Country, it hath been induftriopily 
nlinuated, that. Fhve Þ | om 


rime to time with the utmoſt 
Winch I have [notwithſtanding obftinately 
| contemn'd, and finally refus d; and to 
male me compkatly wretched and kad. 
Tefs, to diſcourage. and diſcountenance- all 
F riends: whatever from affifing or ſux pport- 
ing me, it ba _ e with Aae 


| rances 


„ 
rances the moſt tive, that 115 by 
my on Will 11 continued fo. 1 8 4 n 
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Exile, and by.my; own Fault « at. my 
ditors_remain'd unſatisfie 115 Thus, w 
my Adveraries left to purſue. acorn 
wy op Meaſures as; Ute | 

Jue 1 they prov? ( 
8 ir ſelf 1 Ns ly. 53 
- How, little Wee there Fong een in 
theſe Reparts, and . ſtrange Proceed: 
ings baye. accompanied them, permit. "ac 
to. ſhew you, and I beg 10u. therefore jo 
ſuſpend your Judgments, or at kaſt that you 
wil be. ſo. very nuſaſhionable, as calmly ta 
hear plain Truth ofter'd on the Behalf of 
an unfortunate Friend ; and then let eve- 
ry one's Conduct ne or * by, its aun 
Merit. > 
It is Well known, ' char z. was a conſi 
derable Trader in London, particularly in 
lere 75 which COON 1 
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ayments, f EE ro them, © won 
eBay fully and 51 : 


„ and T de — 
un with Oredit and Reputation, 

VR eſigning Men had not Wanted to 
ES oubled Waters, bo knew well 
how to profit by my Diſappointments, 
Anck therefore 80 all their Arts to per- 


5 "he RR AG, 


18 ſpade the World, that I intended to return 


no more to my Creditors or Family; and 
alſb, that I was not fir or capable to ma- 

nage my own Affairs; that they ought to 
def put into other Hands; and then whoſe 


a o Shoper as their own; All Circumſtan- 


ces were aggravated to the Height, Sto- 
© ries invented, and put into the common 
ee in order to make me ap- 
ear ridiculous to my neareſt and deareſt 
riends; and all this done apparently to 
eg about their Deſigns:. One of the 
horrid Ctimes charg d upon me was, That 
I did not affect Plaimeſs; to thoſe who 
Fr Plainneſs as a Point of Faith, no 


Jqubt is a great Sin in them not to fol- 


e, ies böt L declate it never was a Part 
ny Creed, nor do believe it ever will; 


11 ſay con the Subject is only 
ee 4 Wen Divine aal on W 0 
3 1 CCA» 


: 
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: e other Affairs, and ſignified alſũ rh; 


4 S$, ). 
zar Retth n. Conſe enfin eee 
in Cœlo. . 365 7-4 FFF 
oF de The fitſt that at- 
tack d me; he ſued out a. 8 of 
- Bankruptcy, and ae me; Notice of it by 


a Letter to France, where I thien Was 


as choſen an Aſſignee, ,; He abſolutely 


refuſed; my Requaſt, co manage, m. own 


Affairs, but promiſed to procure me A Re- 


Ward or. Gratuity, more than is allowed 


by Act of Parliament, to appear to the 
Commiſſion: But hat the Rewarc Was 5 
to be, and on what Security, he dic not 
think proper to mention. 

When I had recovered Wi the Sur 
prize of this unwelcome News, and pub- 


f y lick Wound to my Honour, I; wrote to 
_ have à longer Time granted for my ap- 


pearing to che Statute, that 4; might * 


in the mean while the Senſe of my Cre- 


ditors for I had no Mind to be made a 
Dupe to the Men that had got into the 
Polfeſſion of my Eſtate; Men that I Knew 


3 to be labouring under the. like unhappy 


Circumſtances; Who Wanted ta make a 
Fcotſtool of me to riſe upon; nor could 


55 I prevail with my ſelf to be amuſed; With 
Tandendan and; uncertain Dependance up- 


on them; therefore I deſired, that when 
00" «ſhould eto any Tercw, any 
Im might 


06 ) 
might be given to Friends in Truſt, ſor 
the Performance of the Articles ; elpetial- 
ly. when I found the Meaſures they took 
were leyeli'd at every thing Thad in Life, 
2 even Laſe itſelf. frnocens © frm: 72 
„ rdentit fubtilitatem” habe, 
he Time 1 deſired was obtained, but 
it: pro d t no manner df Purp e the 
Prapofats I mat were rejetttil; tio | rg. 
pod the utmoſt Satisfaction. 1 Was ale 
tſeveral of my Oreditors, 0532. Fifty Fe 
Gmi down; 'as in Part of teren 6 ol 
chopiag then 1 might be permitted v8 pb. 
on again in Trade); This was offer d par- 
ticularly to Mr. Search, Mr. Hanbut) , 
Mir. Adams; Rt. Nor was | leſs Willing 
to agree to the Propoſals mate to me, 
would they but have fuffer'd themſelves 
to be bound down in Law to a Perſorm- 
ance of them; but that did not ſuit rhe 
Purpoſes of thoſe Men wo were appoint- 
ed to tranſact Affairs with me, and I was 
too well acquainted” with them not co 
know ir” 105 e „ * 5 
3efo this Point 600 lil de 
ſented; His Rxcelleney the Bririſh Ambaſ- 
8 Paris, interfer'd, and eee 
me to he made à Priſoner pro Ratione Ui 
$2165 4s the Inn cull it, und then I 
; tadcheFavenr of 4 Better from Me. ahn 
| Midford, adviling me, char 166 9 
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a, aud fu uggelted 60 R Gre- 
tors, NT uſed them (i, e. in the 
Ferſon of. their Aſſignee) ü 
capable, of doing, and das un- 
om bath a 1 and 2 Chi 
„ in the Situation I Was in; 
bave 9 5 4 great deal of Imprudence: 
HEW- my. Han. THEE 0 =} > 
1 £ill: each better Hopes frow rhe 
oth REA goes, A294 well had it been 
| 5 1 5 — . 


ar de 5 6 and. good 
ing s my tors are, coũ— 
et, or ſuffer to n a Ferſon that 
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0 opgüllte to me in Trade, no Credi- 
bes 4 neeeſſitous Man, one that it Was 
Death for. me to ſübmir to; and What is 
more extraordinary; ay 'that he. ſhould | be 
ſuffer'd- (1 hope they Will due the Ex- 
preſſion) to ride them for ſo lon 2 | 
2 ere RT been' och Talk of Com- 
1a fon ane givi ite to 7. 7 
En ofen ch made uſe of to my 
becauſe 1 did not 
reap the che of thoſe Indulgences; 
thereſbre Þthink it behoves me to ſet the 
Matter in ire rrue Tight. His Excellency 
ta Meiate the Affair, as they ſay; 

but my Aſſignees nd to get me ſent 
Home by Force; hut finding they could 
not obtain”: their Ends her Ways. they 
were for intimidating me ativther:* Here 
yon have ſome Patt: of rhe Letter 
| My Advite ts, that tin peritiont our Am: 
baſſaui for ' a Safe-condu#?, which'is much 
berter-than to come by Force, and fine thy 
elf on the Mercy of thy Creditors, "which 
well be the only. eek: move their Com. 
my {fo that 
Fathers 


erior . 


kee 7 [was beter ed in e * | 
the 


3 


the privileges of Nations, than to leave 

Matters of the derniere Importance to ſuch 

an Iſſue; but ſeeing that Menaces took no 

Effect 2 they made uſe of a ſofter Stile, 
2 


viz. Thou art an ingenious, active you 
Man, and may be in a Capacity to PI 
thy diſtreſſed. Family 's; as thou knoweſt well 
OF Ae _ fo thou could not 2 into 
better We are very tender of thy 
Life, bs + thee ſo much Time to come 

n. DX d ih added, to give me 
Lade to beg in my own Country thankye 
for Nothing: I could at any time have the 
Benefit that all Bankrupts have, when 
they pay nothing; but I wanted to pay 
the whole, and retrieve my Affairs again. 
Tho thou may queſtion my Sincerity, jet 1 
have great Compaſſion for thy Family, the 
Sight of whom and their affiifting Condi. 
tion, made my very Heart bleed within me. 
Aliud ex ore, aliud in foro Conſcientiz 

.dicere ; for at the ſame time he had ſtript 

my Family, and turn d them out of Doors, 
without allowing them common Neceſſ: aries. 

But not a Word of the Reward. It's 

true, I had many more Aſſurances of the 
like Nature couched under ſuch ambigu- 

. ous Terms, that did not hinder them to 

diſplay all the Cruelty and Tyranny that 
the Law could admit of. I rejected theſe 
Letters: as — and le and 
8 ; defied 
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Tio). 


| deſired their Agent, Mr. Hanbury's Ser- 


vant, then in Fort PEwveque, to treat of 
the Gratuity, {ſince they rejected all my 
Propoſals, and would not let me go on 


in Trade my ſelf) both as to Sum and 


_ Certainty ; but this was made a Jeſt of. 


Dungeons! Cochets! were the Word: I 
ſhould have what the Law would give me, 


and no more; tho I made him an Offer, 


and gave him Aſſurance of great Effects, 
if the Eſtate was managed well; but ſee- 
ing I had no Dependence an any 'thing 


from my Creditors, but Severity, I was 
obliged. to keep on my Guard. Lex Na- 


turæ eſt Lex prima. 


7 


Finding theſe Attempts fruitleſs, that 
neither Hopes nor Fears could work on 
me to be their Tool, they lock'd me up in 
-Secreſy, and made no 5 

wiſe than to be hurried Home during the 
Sixty Days, not even 530 per. Cent Securi- 


ropoſals, other- 


ty, and the Remainder on my own 
Time, until I was removed into the Baſtile, 


and then I was amuſed with Thirty Days 
longer, and they would take Security for 
the Whole. At laſt, they were ſo conde- 


ſcending, as to accept of 30 per Cent ready 


Money, and 50 per Cent in three Years. 


This was very obliging, after they had re- 


preſented me in the publick Prints as an 


Impoſtor, and blaſted my Reputation and 
„ 255 Credit, 


( 11 ) „ 
Credit, that I could hardly pretend to ap- 
peat afterwards. I was to eupect all the 
4 es from my Factors, who ſeeing my 
Credit ſo invidiouſly blaſted, might conclude 
the Chain of Dependence broken between us, 
and would conſequently give me 'what Ac- 
counts and Remittances they pleaſed, as I 
have found ſince. % 
At length they pretended to accept of 
30 per Cent in two Months; but now it 
was become a difficult Undertaking, when 
a Man's Eſtate lay abroad, and his Credit 
hurt, if not abſolutely loft, to raiſe ſuch 
a Sum in ſo ſhort a time; but I hop'd that 
What remain'd would at leaft be ſufficient 
to allow Premiunr's and Intereſt' for Mo- 
ney'd Men to advance it upon, and there- 
fore I reſolved, at all Hazards, to cloſe 
with the Offer, provided I might come 
Home with Honour, Freedom, and Safety. 
This was a Point it behoved me to be ſa- 
_ tisfied in; but it was thought impertinent 
in me to act Queſtions. 7 {2 WOE 
1 imagined it reaſonable likewiſe, to 
know what Power the Perſons: had to- 
contract with me, and what Authority T 
could have from the Commiſſioners, for 
Aſſurance of my Saſety in coming over, 
eſpecially as the Thirty Days granted the 
Third Time, to appear to the Statute,” was 
 withour Precedent. But all was deny'd 
$117 — „„ „ 00 


me, as was alſo the ſeeing my own Wiſe, 
Who came to Paris, by the Advice of her 
Friends, for that Purpoſ e 
I Inſtead of receiving Satisfaction in the 
Particulars here mentioned, I was tortu- 
red in Priſon by this enſnating Queſtion, 
| which was put to me by the Lieutenant de 
Police, with great Impartunity, vis. Hall 
yau go to England? It was thought, no 
doubt, that I ſhould have ſwallow'd the 
gilded Pill that carry'd in it ſo much mor- 
tal Poiſon; but that would have been to 
put my ſelf out of the Protectian of the 
Laus of Nations. An Anſwer in the Af. 
firmative would have amounted to a vo- 
luntary Conceſſion, and been the ſame in 
Conſtruction as Petitioning for a Safe. con- 
duct; then 1 ſhould haue had as much De- 
peudence on the Compoſition, as before I had 
on the Gratuity. By this it will appear to 
impartial Minds, how little they deſired 
to have an Accommodation brought about 
between me and my Creditors; for had it 
been other wiſe, they would have endea- 
- vqur'd to ſatisfy me in the Points in que- 
ſtion, and remov'd thoſe Scruples that re- 
tarded it; but, on the contrary, they 
would not permit me to ſee any Perſon 
that I could confide in, nor to take any 


** 
4 


Step that might bring the unfortunate 
Affair to a Concluſion. Tis indiſputable, 


that they had no Mind to part with the 
Management of my Affairs; for, I ſay, 
had they been inelin'd to have promoted 
an Underſtanding with my Creditors, byʒß 
perfecting the Agreement; they miglit (to 
have made all things eaſy) procured a 
Noli proſequi with no grear Trouble. 
Moreover, whenever I made Propoſals to 
them, particularly concerning lodging the 
Money, either in the Bank, or with a 
Maſter in Chancery, the Anſwets I got 
were, Ms eſteem it trifimg. We had ra. 
ther be content with what ue have. We 
had rather take our Chance, cc. 
Give me Leave to obſerve, was it Pru- 
dence or good Policy, if it was ſuppos d 
that I had Money, Bills or Notes in my 
Poſſeſſion, to ſhut me up with them in 
ſo ſtrict a Priſon, denying me to ſee any 


— 


Man of Worrh or Fortune? Conſider the 
Accidents a Priſoner of State is ſubject to 
in a Country govern'd in a great meaſure. 
by the Will of the Prince, by Which Law 
only I became depriv'd of my Liberty, 
and rhereby ſuffer'd ſuch Hardfhips as are. 
but heard of in England. This, with's 
Refuſal of all my Propoſals, and not agree. 
ing to their on, permit me to tell you, 
was enough to make a Man of the great. 
eſt Fortitude deſperate, fo as to fling him. 
ſelf into the Arms of the firſt Perſon that 
SRL 1 boffer'd 


=o 

offer'd any Aſſiſtanee, in order to his prey 
ſerving ſomething. at all Events 
Notwithſtanding all this, upon the Am- 
baſſador's giving me Expectations of being 
a kind of Guarantee for the Performance 
olf Covenants, I ventur'd to ſign s Con. 
 trat} in july 1726, to pay or ſecure to be 
paid 30 per Cent in two Months Time; but 
at the ſame time I inſiſted upon an Ar- 
ticle to this Purpoſe, That whatever Ef. 
| fetts were in the Hands of the Aſſignees, 

© by virtue of the Commiſſion of Bankruptcy, 
pPhauld be eſteem d and taken in Part of the 
_ ſaid Contract᷑, bus not tu be diſpos'd of but 
by and with the Conſent of juch Perſons 
47 I ſhould appoint. And to prove the Sin- 
cority of my Intentions, I immediately. 
gave an Account of between Eleven and 
Twelve Thouſand Pounds worth of Ef- 
- feats. Mr. Coward and others. were the 
Perſons I nominated, who were willing to 
take upon them che Truſt to inſpeE into 
the Sale, that my Effects might be diſpo- 
ſed of to the beſt. Advantage; and when 
this was done, I was to make up the reſt 
ok the Money in what Manner I could: 
But after all this, they yet deny'd me to 
have a free Correſpondence. I ant know 
what greater Inſtance 1 could give of mh 
Sincerity, than to acknowledge their Debts 


in a foreign Country, and to contract for 


the ſame, which before did not come under 
the Copniſance of their Laws. And what 
is more, I had then a Proſpect of getting 
my Liberty wirhout their Conſent; but 
all this would not do, as appears by what 
. ET ED 
When II had nam'd my above Friends, 


the A 8 555 refus d to give them any Ac- | 
count of the Sales, unleſs they would be- | 
come bound for the Moiety of my Debts, | 
which Was a very extraordinary Demand | 
indeed! Does not this appear to have been | 
an Artifice to load the Buſineſs with un- 
neceſſary Difficulties, to break off an Ad- 
commodation? Can any one believe that 
they had any Inclination ro finiſh with 
my Creditors? Could they reaſonably ex- 
pect, that Mr. Coward, and the other No- 
minees, were to be drawn into an Affair 
that did not at all relate to them, only 
for the ſake of ſeeing Juſtice done, a Point 
that every honeſt Man ought to regard: 
No, that muſt be thrown in to frighten 
them from the kind Task they ſo gene- 
rouſly deſigud to have undertaken ; and 
it had the Effect the Aſſignees wanted: 
So that it appear d to me, their Buſmeſs was 
to prevent me from making up uith my Cre- 
= ditors, rather than otherwiſe; and to make 
Plunder of my Eftate in Paris and London. 


Amidſt 


C0), 


Amidſt all theſe Extremities and Diſ. 
appointments,” I had nothing left but to 


_ addreſs my ſelf to my Creditors, that, if 


poſſible; I might remove their Prejudices 


age inſt me, and ſhew them how injudici- 
ouſly they had acted in their Choice of 


Mi Maford for their Aſſignee and Agent 


in their Affairs; a Man to whom I was 
the moſt-obnoxious of any in the City of 
London, and who would ſtick at no Miſ- 


chief that he could poſſibly do either in 


my Eſtate or Character, the Reaſons. 
which I thought myſelf obliged to declare, 


as 1 did in a Letter to Mr. Han. No 
ill Ufage ſhould have provok'd me ſo far 


to have exposd him, and the Conſiderati- 
on of our former Friendſhip, and the mu- 


_ . thal'Efteem? our Families had for each 


other for an Age paſt, would have induc'd 
me to draw a Veil over his Failings; 
but now & fatal TN oblig'd me to 
it. The Letter was as follows. 
har I'knew him to be declining ſome 
« Tears before ] left England; that I had 

refuſed to be his Security, either by Cuſtom 
4 Binds, Notes or Indorſenient ; that ſee- 


ing he could not make me a Prop to his 


« Credit, he endeavour'd to wreſt that 
from my Fears, Which he could not 
from my Judgment; therefore he trumps 
up an Accompt of Six Thouſand Pounds 


A 


er. 


A A a a 
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, ind threaten'd to get an Extent 


4 Sterlin 
„ M A 
« ver, "be: enters an Action for the fit 
"” « wad till at length the Accompr 


an Arbitration of Mefjrs. Akew, 
* « Core aud Hankin, who aur, h 
« 55 E. Sterling. That on the Decline 
bis Credit: in Firginia, he endeavour'd. 
to eſtabliſh a Credit on my Shoulders 


<4 in Noruuy, and accordingly. ſent his 


Agent there to ſap me, by which Pro- 5 


66 ceeding 1 had three Ships lay in the 


4 See e natpaded, until I could take 4 
sthod to recover my Credit, 
a 2 dich te the Cloud that had eclips d 


« it. Mefits. Brains, 


6: Arbitrators: to adjuſt he Demoorage 
< with the Commanders of the Ships. 7 


ee venturd to add alſo, That he was no 


4 Creditor-with me on his own Account; 


* the Money he claim'd was for Account 


4 of Edward Tucker, Eſq; and Mr. Peter 

% Merne: That on took the Affirmation 
« neceſſary to qualify him for an Aſſignee: 

That through Malice, as well as Inte- 


« reſt, he ht keep my. ate in his 
&« Hands, . — me from 7 riſing again, or 
1 A ere 
„ Trade. Theſe were ſuch weighry Ar- 
« guments wich kim, chat he con antiy 
5 projected ſome hn and 


im- 


— 


1 remain'd inflexible: Howe 


with him m the Norway 


4 


6:ditots, not caring, what Lofs, 88884 


8 Sulferer. . 
„What Was the Het iof this: Too? 
: VA awer dia he dra his Oollegues 


85 Jpt . :me? It was W follows. 


Bs & Thiſe. Letters. addreſſed to . Wyan 


2 ; 
, 


al % eur Hands, according to Jour 
1 gueſt. He have. laid them fore 
555 7 who do not a little reſent 
your mean. Inſinuations, as if we, the 
5 Aſſignees, ſor our own private Intereſt, 
could retard an Accommodation * * 
ECC . 
which put me in Mind of a Quack Son 
erying, Mon Pere guerret toutes ſortes de 
Malades; the Father with a ore: Air 

follows, Cel oft vray. __ 
vag lere, was no Relief, I Was obliged to 
- ſubmir, and his Excellency the Ambaſſa- 
dor was engag'd in their Favour; and 
Whatever 1 could ſay or do ſtood for juſt 
nothing; ; and afterwards I had no Oppor- 
tunity to apply to my Creditors ; all Com- 
munication Was at once cut off; the Uſe 
of Pen, Ink, Few Paper, 'was prohibited 
me (as if 1. lad been concern'd in a Plot 
.thi zinſt the. State). without Leave of the 
Menees. and..their Agents, and conſe- 
ae the Letters to paſs. — — 
ands 


Os Eſtate, becauſe himſelf could be no 


Ts 19 | 
Hands, which, according to. their Diſcre-. 
tion, might either 125 ent forward! or 
5 reſs d. i * 0 a # 21015 On 


5 * 


ſhould not have Wen drawn in 50005 
lengthening of this Letter, but ro 
you. a curſory. View of the ſeveral "a 
tures I have made for the Satisfaction ef 
my Creditors, . and the Artifices us' d to 
elude. them, as well as the little Shifts and 
Subtilties practis d to amuſe, Whilſt they 
Were wounding you thro my i $5, des; and tliô 
they have repreſented me as a Man dead 
in Principles of Integrity, yet I can truly 
ſay, that nothing ever ſhock d me ſo much, 
nothing gave me ſo great Compunction 
of Mind, as the Reflection of the Loſſes 
_ . you. muſt ſuſtain for want of a little Pa- 
tience and Care in looking into the De- 
ſigns of thoſe Men, who, like Intendiaries, 
ung Wood and Oil into the Fire, to inflame 
it, that they mig =d rofit by our unhappy 
2 Vite aa hat Letters I wrote 
that could 7 4 my Creditors, Were 
_ with ans ogy Solemnity laid before them; 
3 at might aſſwage and cool. their 
: Falte, too juſtly perhaps provoked againſt 
me, wereſuppreſg'd; And when Applica- 
: 2 was made for Liberty to addreſs to 
every Oreditor in particular, that à true 
State of the Caſe might be laid before kim, 
Mrs... 8 and her Friends go bay for 
Ron? . - ä 5 


TE 
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TOR at Uk Nen Pier, upon which 
80 there would have been Profit, 1 ſhould 


given you Debentures, and then 1 


Cold have made ſome eaſy with other 
Effects. When 1 had done this, I might 


- have gone on the Spot amongſt my Qhap 


men in thé northeen Oountries, without 


being obliged to dea in other Commodi- 
ties, Which was the thing that pull'd;me 
back. Thus would the Accident have 
urn d in my Favour, and I might have 


Been a better Man than cyer; for, as to 


Toki ach ranufattur'd, the Profits accruing 

dom it may be bes by my Books. Far 

. 1 e in C 3randeur abroadiup- 

2 «your Effects, as it was falſely infinwa- 

C\ . . No Aduerfaries, 10 . widen tlie 
9, 


5 

o 56 6 Ig 
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the vitnaſt End of my Am- 
81¹ — _ | 1 e 


4 21 * A 4497 4 
bition whs'to tive i in Friendſhip 
Fo! dicamongft you, that no Man 
bad Ovcaſion to reflect, That be Ad, uf 


Fer d by me, Which is what now. wannds 


me 10 the Heart, not withſtanding my ſe- 
N { "vere OConfinement ; but I have rhe Conſo- 
lation leſt me, that it has not been more 
- my Fault than your Aſſignees. 


- Intereſt, as well as Compaſſion. for my 


| | Diſtreſs Will ſtill appear, by tracing the 
* little Subrerfuges, and mean Artiſices us d 


bor poſtponin the final Concluſion of this 

unfortunate Buſineſs, and thereby keeping 
me g in Exile, and my Family 
at Home, particularly my Wife, 
the beſt. of Women! Who to. aci- 
580. the Accommodation, generouſſ re. 


fer? her Marriage Sertlement, and volun- 


 tarily exposd her ſelf to Want and Ne. 


_ceffity. This removed, in à great, mea- 


ſüure, the common Pretext, that I had not 


2 Security to give them, however extrava- 
gat the Demand Mult ſeetn, eve tim 
Who, 1 verily believe, -oald. not have pro- 
- curd” it for half what. he ow'd at that 
time, tho in Credit, for 1 Knew, him 
then tefbe Jabouring under the Weight of 
_ great Debts to the Crown, and alſo vo pti 
Vate Perſons, beſides Contracts in the Veat 


"F740; and Oy of making Rivers na- 


„„ | vigable 


Ho true a Zeal they ſhew*d for: "ome 


wy" > — — . 
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8 
vigable; and yet this Was the ce 
ſen for Alſignee and chief Manager for 
the whole Eſtate between” me and my 
eee, 7 fe Tn i02t tongs 

I ſhalf remark here, that if. the Aſſig⸗ 
nees had acted Hithfülly for the Intereſt 

of my Creditors, as they always pretended 
to do, how came it, that they did not 
divide the Effects they had in wn 15 Hands, 
four Months after the Commiſſin. was ſued 
out? The ſame Law that inveſted them 
with the Poſſeſſion, obliges them to make 
a Dividend of it in that time, to whom 

the Property belong d. To which they 
will anſwer, or pretend to anſwer, that 
they had not Money. This might amuſe 
the OCreditors for a while ; but what can 
blindithem ſince ? for the Account given 
in by me Was in 1226, to the Value of 
about 12000 L. the cos: of which 

- I: hal here mention, s. ae, 

2 3:41196 >» (bv, „„ N 

n; India e ag IR 


dy; wha tereſt and Premiums, my NL. 2009 
ifeÞ Fortune, 


fects in. 8 Ouſe, Wollt to me Hane 
15 50 J. tore; but calculated to 7 | 
en acco taken Gut of the ands of — 
Ac M²e Smith; coſt NEST! Fs 8 99 
Tobacco by Mr. Huſh, 1 170 
Tod 800 L. but Which they ſpld r 720 
b ol OG ISS n nent 11 444 21000 
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Two Load ings of Deals beugd: o Seis; 
Cadia, no Particulars. LR 1 8 5 
L innen from Amſterdam, . - e e Sil 
Linnen Fant Hambro', 


Nen 97 952 

from Breme 7 Re RPA 3 
Tio Aud Oſnabrigs from Elanbi 267 
Liunen et Cof White's —_— 3 FOR 
At Dunkirk, 1 2 
$$ Hs . S: 5+ 802 n 431 1 0 
d Boond Out: Woah 
: ey \ worth 3 8 n 
For lere, 9180 e 
For Legborn, 9 95 1 
r 94-27 ner 13 
And to Got, ; ann k Gi, 6 
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Which, by Mr. Midford's extraotdinavy 
way of Calculation, muſt ſurely produce 
more than 8500 L. Sterl. which Eſtimate 
; 1 keep by me for my own Juſtification. 
However, to remove all Stumblir 
blocks out of the way, I was for taking 
another Courſe, which was to ſpirit up 
my Creditors to join together ine Peti- 
| 5 to the Lord Chancellor, to orce 
Aſſignees to make a Dividend of the, 
Effects; but I found my ſelf in the Toil: 
It was: convenient I ſhould be debarr'd;all 
Correſpondence whatever, leſt hy an open 
10 and free Intercourſe, the Gentlemen ſo 
much abus d might he brought clearly and 
e to perceive their own Intereſt, and 


then 


8 * 
een 
„„ 


for a right U aderſianding 


- Creditors and me. 


the Tru & our of chit Hands, by which 
the Aſſignees —_— t Advantages, 
both by the the Money and the Sale of my my 
Effects; and this would have pav'd a qc 


My Relations obſerving the Craft of oe 
Aſſignees, - and how much the Affair was 


perplex'd and embroil'd by their Man f 
ment, who having fi A my Cha. 


racter, and deftroy'd my Credit and good 
name, then lock*d me up in Silence by the 


| Force of an arbitrary Power, fo that there 


was none to aſſiſt me, nor oppoſe them; 
and after all this, to inſiſt upon Security 
to be given for the Performance of Con- 
tracts: 1 ſay; my Relations perceiving that 
theſe Demands were calculated for their 
own particular Views, thought fit to ſol- 
licite for Leave to ſee/ me; but this muſt 
be had of the A ſſignees nees themſelves; and 


therefore it is the leſs to be admired, if 
the 

0 — on too with no little Difficulty, 
But this was not all, they took the Op- 


three Months in obtaining it, 


portunity to work upon theſe: Relations 
to become bound for the propos d Com- 
poſition; and yet when they came to talk 


cloſely upon the Subject, they-ſhew'd no 


1 for delivering „ that 
were 


this Day, tho chat was Part of the Com. 
poſition for which my Friends wers to 


be bound. Me. Miaford indeed, with a 
Pout and a diſdainful Sneer, told them, 
that about Four Thouſand Pounds was 
the Whole Value they were poſſeſsd of; 
which ſhuffling and prevaricating Doings 
Was a ſufficient Indication of what is here” 
ſuggeſted; and therefore any Security on 
that Head would have prov'd a very pre. 
carious one to my Friends; and fo they 
gave over all Thoughts of it. If it be 
true, what he declared, that the Effects 
above ſpecify'd producd nd more than 
Four Thouſand Pounds, it muſt be really 
ſurprizing. I do aver, that the ſaid Ef- - 
fects would have given me prime Coſt and 
Profit too, or elſe to what End is it that 
Men Trade? And why don't they give 
me an Account? e ee 5 et 
A ſtubborn inflexible Honefty. iMWlmoſt ' 
ſure of as many Enemies as there are Men 
that are able to do Miſchief, I was treated 
as no Friend to common Juſtice; the ſeve- 
reſt Epithets have been apply'd to my 
Character, and all the World upbraicec 
me as a” Man that intended to build a 
Fortune on the Ruins of my Creditors; 
ow E * becauſe 


* 


becauſe I did not ſubmit to theſe People, 
and comply with Terms that were not in 
my Power; for let me only ask any rea- 
ſonable Man, What Dependence could I 
have on the Value of my Eſtate? What 
Calculation could I make of it in the Cir- 
cumſtances it was in, after my firſt Pro- 
poſal, which was made before I was a 
French State Priſoner? and this was, of 
paying my full Debts; And be it known 
to all Men, that the ſame was rejected. 
When I ſaw my Eſtate and Effects diſ- 
pos'd of at any rate, to raiſe Money for 
the Neceſſities of theſe Men, and not for 
the Intereſt of my Creditors, who regard- 
leſs, of the Truſt taken upon them, were 
unconcern'd at what it produc'd, how 
could 1. ſupport my ſelf with Patience? 
Nor am ſure they ſtopp'd at that; for 1 
have a violent Suſpicion they palm'd their 
own bad Debts on my Eſtate, and put the 
ready. Caſh into their Pockets, which was 
eaſy for them to do that were in the very 
ſame Way of Dealing; beſides the diſp 
ſing of my Tobacco at a Price excluſive 
of the Drawback, and appropriating the 
Debentures to their own Bonds. It this 
was not the Caſe, let any one conſider, 


how ſuch great Effects ſhould fall to ſo | | 


low aSum ; without taking Notice of the 
Great Score that Midford left at the 


„ 
Cuſtom-Houſe, without my Knowledge 
of it, who ought to have been preſent to 
have remov'd any Difficulties relating to 
mnnFE EE . | 

However, my Friends arriv'd at Paris, 
with the Permiſſion to ſee me, but under 
great Reſtrictions : They told me the A- 
nees pretended to be more deſirous to finiſh 
the Affair, than I could be; and therefore 

reſsd me to lay hold of the Occaſion, 

or elſe the World would judge the Fault 
to be on my Side, which, rather than let 
the Eſtate go more to Ruine, and conſi- 
dering the Loſs would fall on my Credi- | 
tors, many of whom are my worthy 
Friends, Relations, Companions from my 
Youth, and School-Fellows and intimate 
Acquaintance, I conſented to, and diveſt- 
ed my ſelf of all Neceſſaries in a Priſon, 
in a ſtrange Country, without a Friend, 
or any one to adminiſter to me the leaſt 
Comfort; and under ſuch Hardſhips as 
none can imagine, who have not felt the 
Weight of them. And now ]- declare 
once more the Sincerity of my Intentions, 
and I appeal to God for the Truth of it, 
ho knows the Secrets of all Hearts, that 
if my Creditors had agreed to have let 
me gone on in Trade, I really deſign'd 
to have ſatisfy'd every one in their full 
' Demands, or I would have undertaken to 
OS E 2 have 
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| have paid any Compoſition they could 


have propos'd reaſonably, beforg theſe 
Mea roſe up, and interpos'd their Schemes, 
and I had no Doubt of retrieving my Cre- 


dit, and living amongſt them with Har- 
mony and good Will, _ 1 
To be a little more particular on this 


Point, I agreed to the Payment of Eight 


Thouſand Pounds, as a Compoſition foi 
the full Sum of my Debts, for which my 
Relations were willing to become bound 
in a perſonal Obligation; and I had Aſſu- 


rances given me, that as ſoon. as this was 
done, I ſhould have proper Inſtruments 
provided me for my immediate Return 


Home with Freedom and Safety, to look 


after my own Affairs, as well as to ſee 


the Money juſtly divided, and to regulate 


all falſe Claims to the fame :- This was 


certainly for the Intereſt of. the Creditors, 
but not for the Aſſignees; for then the 
Buſineſs would have had a final Conclu- 
ſion, the Money would have been drawa 


out of . their Hands, and I ſhould have 
gone on in Trade again, which I have 
ſhewn was ſomewhat incompatible with 
the Intentions of at leaſt one of the Per- 


- ſons that I had treated with: 


The firſt Contract, even after the ſign- 


ing it, was modell'd. and formd with ſo 


you 
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mach Ceremony, that it took him from 


2 F Eo ar th” ' lili. 1 


February 1726 to Octaber following, while 
I lay cloſe confin'd with a grievous Sick. 
neſs, even at the Point of Death, and no 
human Creature permitted to comfort or 
aſſiſt me. A ſevere Puniſhment for being 
unfortunate! And the ſecond would have 
been quite broke off, notwithſtanding the 
Body of the Creditors had conceded to it, 
if I had not ſubmitted to a new Impoli- 
tion; for the Aſſignees made a freſh De- 
mand of 400 L. for Charges for that Pur- 

oſe, beſides the great Sums collected for 

ont ribution- Money at Guild Hall. How- 
ever, that they might not, if poſſible, have 
further Pretexts to put off this unhappy 
Affair, I wrote to my Friends to agree to 
this Article, however unreaſonable at that 
time, provided they could do it without 
Hazard to themſelves | 
When this was done, the Aſſignees At- 
torney (who by the way could not forbear 
often expreſſing the Joy of his Heart, that 
he had found a good Job of the Buſineſs) 
thought it needful that every Creditor 
ſhould agree to the Sale of my Eftate to 
my Truſtees, for the Sum of 8400 L. a 
Stratagem to pan Time! for the Aſſignees 
had Power before. to. make ſuch Sale. 
Well, Six Months was. allow'd for this 
Shift, and a Probability there was of their 
not coming at all into the Agreement, In 

| el the 


A .- 
the mean while, Care was taken ſtill to 
prevent my going over, for fear I might be 


able to haſten the Buſineſs, and look into 
their Accompts. This delay'd it however 


to the End of the Year 1727, and then 
they had a Project of renewing the Con- 
tract; but the Goodneſs and Generoſity 


of my Creditors put an End to theſe wild 


Schemes, and they unanimouſly ſign'd the 
9 as it was; which Act of theirs 

fill'd me with the deepeſt Senſe of Grati- 
tude, and made. ſuch Impreſſions in my 


Heart as no Time can eraſe; and with 


' whom, if I have the Happineſs of return- 
ing to my native Country, I ſhall always 
keep my ſelf to the ſtricteſt Meaſures of 
Reſpect and Duty, as it becometh one in 


my Circumſtances, and with a Reſoluti- 


on, if it pleaſe God I go on again in Trade, 


and my Endeavours are bleſs'd with Suc- 


ceſs, to make every ane of them SatisfaQi- 
on for the Loſs they have adventitiouſſy 
ſuffer'd by my Misfortunes 
I I was then deliverd from my long and 
ſevere Confinement; for the Agreement 
being perfected between me and the Aſ- 
ſignees, the Plot was over, and I was no 
longer a Priſoner of State in France for 
my Debts in England. What induc'd his 
Excellency Mr. Walpole to take ſuch a Step, 


is not a fit Subje& for my Enquiry ; = 
= * 
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this I may be allow'd to ſay, that he could 
not have exercis'd ſuch a Power in our 
own Nation; and I as little expected it in 
| this, ſeeing that I had not in any reſpe& 
tranſgreſs'd the Laws of the Country: But 
as this is an Affair that has Relation only 
to his ſaid Excellency, the Secretary of the 
Embaſſy, and my Aſſignees, whatever was 
done between them, I leave to God and 
their own ©onſtences. OE 
I ſhould have concluded my Letter here, 
but for ſome Obſervations which I can't 
help making on the Behaviour of the ſaid 
Aſſignees ſince the final Agreement. Tis 
the Innocence of my Cauſe that makes 

me ſo earneſt. I muſt confeſs, Tam wil- 
ling to {trip their Actions of all falfe Gloſ- 
ſes and artificial Colours, that the Honeſty 
of their Conduct may glare in open Light. 
In the firſt Place, theſe Gentlemen had, 
or ought to have had, in April 1927, Ef- 
feeds to the Value of 8400 L. the Sum 
agreed on for the Compoſition and Char- 
ges; for they certainly might have had the 
Money for the Effects they ſeiz d almoſt 
four Vears paſt: For as to the Bonds, Bills, 
Notes, Iron, Tobacco, Linnen, &c. they 
could meet with no Difficulties in the diſ- 
poſing of them. However, my Relations 
made up all the Deficiencies real or pre- 
tended in good Notes, that might preſent- 
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ly have been collected; fo that in Apri! 
1728, they were capable of dividing, if 
not the Whole, yet a great Part of the 
aid Compoſition among the Creditors; 
but Men of this ſort can never want a 
Pretence, and here was a good one of 
their own chuſing. It happen'd among 
the reſt, "that they had ſome Bills on 
Monſ. Darluy of this Place, which they 
did not think fit to demand Payment of 
at all, being ſatisfy'd with keeping the 
reſt in their "un This I fay furniſh'd 
them with Excuſes for not diſchargin; 
themſelves of the Money and the Tru 
as yet; but this Part of the Affair coming 
by Accident to my Knowledge, I came 
Expreſs to Dunkirk myſelf, to be inform'd 
of the Reaſon of the Money's lying in his 
Hands, and T here learn'd the Truth of 
it; but I was aſſured by the Gentleman, 
that as ſoon as the Bills appear'd for Pay- 
ment, they ſhould be diſeharg d; which was 
accordingly done: For, upon the Report 


of this my Proceeding, the Bills were ſent 


-over, but I was reckoned, and treated by 
them as a very impertinent Fellow, for 
intermedling at all in the Buſineſs. 
But what the Reaſon is now, that you 
are not ſatisfy'd, is what I can no ways 
. underſtand; you, my worthy Friends, 
who are upon tlie Spot, can better inform 
ITS | : = TE your 


/ 


LY 


your ſelves, than I who have no Oppor- 
tunity of enquiring after it, and whom . 
be have conſtantly endeavour'd to keep 
in Ignorance, or elſe, as I have ſaid, they 
main ant as they had engaged them- 
ſelves. to do, have obtain'd a Not: Proſe... 
qu, or procur'd the Seals to have ſecurd 
me from any Proſecution at the Suit of the 
| Crown, for not attending the Commiſſi- 
on, that I might have finiſh'd with you. 
I fay, this might have been done at any 
time ſince the Year 1725, that we agreed 


1 / O AJ 
Thus, Sirs, by what I have made ap- 
pear, I humbly conceive it is apparent to 
you and all impartial Minds, that my In- 
tentions to ſatisfy my Creditors were good; 
and for the ſeveral Facts I have here laid 
down, I call on Mr. Searth, Mr. Man, 
Mr. Hyam, Mr. Adams, Mr. Hanbury, &e. 
for my Juſtification on this Point. 
That there was a Poſſibility of perform- 
ing the above Contract at firſt, when I 
agreed to the Propoſal, I ſubmit it to your 
Judgment, and the Calculation of the 
recited Effects with all my Debts and 
Commodities in the northern Countries, 
as, Riga, Norway, Muſcouy, Sweden, Den- 
mark, and the ſeveral Hans Towns, in- 
cluding, the Money and Bills paid by my 
| Truſtees to the Aſſignees, © 
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People of their own. Religton: 


Bur ec that Knavery and Fal hood 
s.of no Religion, whilft Truth and Juſtice i 


i all Religions, and will prevail: 


hat the Re Reward at firſt was 
Os, Amuſement, like the reſt of their 


ers, which they never intended to per- 


rm, becauſe they neyer would declare 
any Sum, nor make it ſecure to me, or 
overable by Law; nor did T ever re- 
ive any Teri from my Creditors, joint- 
ly or finely on this, or any other Head, 


but - thoſe herein recited” from the Aſſig- 
nees; and their keeping me wandering fn 


Exile two or three Years after the Agree- 
merit, is a eee Proof of it. 

ong our of your 
Meney⸗ bath been the Fault of thoſe Wit 
| interfer'd between us; and thoſe only, by 
cart Hias, Matters ſo high, and conſtantly 


That your ſtaying ſo 


5 and raiſing Difficulties to impede of 
105 the 


Buſineſs That: Ne ding forward. 
hat it is likewiſe their Fault, that you 


155 taken ſo low „ ET ny beezuſh 
from 


hott Fete Nee And chi 


p 


p 


my Affairs from. going to W rock ag. 


or Debtor, as long as the ng Db a 795 > 
have the DEMS $2 M . Mi 


from time to time 


vented any. vours 517 85 to. hi pe 


ine, not caring what Ae 


Wer, thro DR 


2 75 Proofs I what. is. here e 


that no more need be ſaid on the Subject. 
I hope my worthy Creditors will pardon 


Ao if I take upon me to ſay, that Lhaye 


during chis Time, and under all this Pro- 


| vacation, fat down quiet and patient, re- 
frain d giving Offence, or returning any 
Abuſe that I may have received: I ſap, 
under theſe Afflictions, I have choſe For- 
bearance with a Chriſtian Mind, and, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle's Example, thro? al 


the Variety of my Circumſtances, learn d 


to be therewith content; not d eſpa iri 
however of ſeeing old Sores heal'd, _ a 


Animoſities and Heart-burnings, wear 


like the Scabies of a Wound, tho' a be 


Mauls be left On eee 17 


1 F ; 
* 


th 


y have either reject- 
ed all my Propoſals „ or put me into an 
Incapacity of per en a them, | 


” * 
— 
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But finding my Se have à con- 
trary Effect, by Lerters I receiv'd three 
or fcur Days finde from my honoured Mo- 
ther, Which införm'd me, that the old 
Leven is Working ſtill to keep Reſentment 
alive in my Creditors and Friends; by fal- 
ung upon my Conduct and Character: 
could not let this Occaſion ſſip, of do- 


N wc hr therefore L am obliged to call on thoſe 


f off bd Acquaintance, who knew me be 


TV of the firſt Rank, if my Converſation 


remarkable for their Sobriety and Learn- 
N pt a few, who habe worn their 
1 8 on their Outſides; Who have at- 
fected to appear with a Plainneſs and Sim- 
plicity to the World, the better to hide 
the Rancour and Corruption in their 
„Hearts! Men who content themſelves 
4 the mere Badge or Mark of Chrifti- 
ty; without advancing: a Step into the 
Prat ice of it; and to theſe r g i 
IJ we my Rune... 83 


And as to the Charge ind my Cha- 


racter and Reputation, of abandoning my 
ſelf to looſe diſdrderly Company, -the fal- 
4ingiinto a State of Libertiniſm, and con- 
un with mean and wreptohute i : 

tho? 


— 


my ſelf Juſtice in both ithoſe Reſpects; 


„ às well as thoſe 1 8 contracted 
ſince my Misfottutſes, Nobility and Gen- 


d not been with Men, for the moſt Part, 


tho! this is ; the Caſe that many une 
People are redue' d to; yet, I ay; as Ee 
= it ſelf cannot: faſten. this Odium upon 
me, therefore I have no Rea ſon to- doubt, 


of my triumphing over them with the 


SY 


ortunate 


der my Enemies alledge what they pleaſe) 


Balanee of Opinion in my Favour from 


my Friends and Greditors. I know] ho 
much they deſire to ſee me ſunk to the 


loweſt Degree of Wretchedneſs, blaſted 


vith Contempt, and ſcorn'd wieh Inſamy; 
but their Hopes will be ſo far diſappointed; 
for as I am not at preſent able to ſupport 


myſelf with uſual Dignity among ſuirable 


- Companions, I retire to. my Chamhat 
with a Book, and- praiſe the Nameiof:«be 
- Moſt High God, % hath given me 
Meaſure of his Grace for my Comfort, whith 
in er pr Adverſity hath always pre- 


en uppermoſt, Ae Fhe Oils 
on the: Waters. i ror PP 1 


What ſhall be ſaid for ſuch Men,” 


-tibridled Malics keeps ap Bounds, wie 
Hearts know no Remorſe; who cannor 


do an Ad of common juſtice, to prevent 


2 Family's ſtarving? The Caſuiſt ſays, 


He that hies with his Siſter cummits d. in, 
ut he that murries his ' Sifter commit a 4 


double Sin, by adding God's Ordinaucę t herr. 


ä 10 80 they that, under the Colour of Ju- 


Rice Wrong me, and not only me, but thro 


me 
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me diffuſe the Evil to the whole Body of 


my, Friends and Creditors, and perhaps 


gerive it downwards to my innocent Pg- 


Gericy, muſt be guiley: of Inhumanity and 


alleviate, or aggravate too mug. 
8 Si, » F. 
By this Means have, been evnfia'd. two 


Vears a Stranger to freſh Air, or human 
Society, contrary to the Law of God, 
Nature or Nations. I have been proceed- 
ed againſt in a manner not known hy the 
Laws of my own Country! I have been 
ſtripp'd and plunder'd of my Effects under 


the ſpecious Shew of Juſtice! I have been 


deny d the Privilege of the Country where 


was, that is allowed ta Murderers, Debt- 
ore, to Princes, and Perſons. guilty of the 
moſt atrocious ec e een hin- 


der d both as Plaintiff and Deſendant, the 
ordinary Courſe of Juſtice. As, for In- 


dance, I loſt in Paris, during ihe Inter. 


val of the Agreement in February 1726, 


and the ſigning the Contraſt in October 

following. 20,00 Livres, for the want 
only of a Permiſſion to ſpeak to a Friend, 
or to an Attorney, to put in 2 Caveat to 


à lalſe Claim made on my own, Money 


by ſame. Villains who took the Advantage 


of my cloſe. Conſinement; and this with 


the Knowledge of my Adverſaries, who 


would: not permit me to guard againſt 
5 5 1 it. 


SF 

it. Hard Fate! I loſt a Thoufand Pounds 
by the Death of an Inſolvent, who Was 
my Correſpondent, Which might have 
been fab id, if 1 bad been ſuſſer d t fig 
à Power of Attorney, the Bill of Loading 
being in His Poſſeſſib, hut not thesMer= 
chandiſe: Nay, his A ſſignees offer & to 
claim the Godds for my own Account; if 
I' could ſend the Power in fix Months; as 
the Laws of that Country requir'd. And 
ſeveral other Articles which mighr have 
been ſaved, but were inevitably loſt," 
_ reaſon of my cloſe Confinement. Jin 
I bhave been denied the Benefit of the 

moſt ſolemn Treaties of Peace and Com- 
merce in a neighbouring Place, where I had 
great Concerns, and forc'd out of Town 
thro the Suggeſtions of my Debtors, and 
without letting me know why or where: 


fore. Dou ſhall deramp, ſaid the Goverc ; 


nour, and would not let me ftay to col 
lect my Effects, and regulate my Concerns! 
So that I may ſay, I have been proſecuted 
for Debt, and denied the Means 2b collect 
my E fees to pay thoſe Debts. Several of . 
Jou are Merchants; judge then, if you 
fend your Effects to foreign Countries; 
what a wrerched thing it is to be dive 
out, and hinder'd from ſeeking after them 
in 1 Times of f Peare and NR, and ne. 
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Friends. 


Sus to all BG Subject 
7 hve deen wandert 
u 3, for almoſt 1 


Wife and n © a6 Bede to 4 Fault, 
ubmitted. to a voluntary Poverty, rather 

than the Creditors ſhould remain unſa- 
ished : L mean, as I have before mention 


ed, the quitting her Marriage Settlement. 


which few Women would have conſented 


to. Nay, what is more, to ſhew how | 
Relations were inclin'd to give 
the Creditors Content, my Mother, to 


well my 


whom I am indebted a very conſiderable 
Sum, excluded herſelf, that the other Cre- 
ditors might have the Benefit of it! 


And tho' there may remain ſome little 
Gleanings of my Eſtate (not ſo much 8 8 


my Allowance, would have been by A8 


of. Parliament) what is not worthy the 


Notice of ſuch a Body of Creditors, yet I 


am hindered to take a Method to prevent 


thoſe. that owe ine theſe Trifles from ba- 


laneing their Accompts within the tue 


Limitation. a 


I have. liv'd. ſo long g abroad, as, to be 
my beſt 
I hape had the? ortification to 


Worn gut of the M 


ſee His Majeſty's. moſt. gracious Bounty 
extend. 


£3 daa, Dot . the Privilege in cone home. 
to labour for the Support of pive 


4 


41) 
en e to his nfolvent Subjects, yet 1 
could not taſte the Su eets of that Grace. 
I have unſortunately ſeen my own- Debt. 
ors ſhelter themſelves under the Cover of 
thoſe Laws that Fam unhappily excluded 
the Benefit of, and pay no body. have 
had che diſpleaſing Profpect- from *his 
Country, of my greateſt Enemies clearin 
themſelves by Commiſſions of Bankreps 
cy, and payiag nothing, and yet they haue 
4 for unfortunate honeſt Men. 
After all I have ſuffer'd, I complain not 
* my Creditors, tis highly juſt and rea. 
ſonable in them, if they thought I had no 
Intention of paying my Debts, to proſe- 
cute me with all the Rigour that the 
Law will permit them to do; farther, 1 
think, they cannot be juſtify'd : But I have 
nothing to - accuſe them of. As to the 
ſhutting me up in the Baſtile in France, 
it being ſo contrary to all Laws, and done 
by a mere Act of Power, I muſt own, 
doth ſtir up my Indignation; but the Per- 
ſons concern d are too great to dread the 
Conſequences, Ig ave my ſelf the Trou. 
ble to read Miquefurt's Ambaſſadors" Fun- 
ons, but I could find no Inſtructions 
therein on that Head. However, my 
Compliments are due to your Aſſignees, 
for employing ſo honourable a Sollicitor, 
and his Clerk 1 in our Cauſe, who have per- 


G form'd 
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ſo faithfully, that they ſhall never want my 
: Recommendation for that ſort of Bufineſs. 
As Matters are now compromis d, and 
the Aﬀaic determin' d, it is Ctuelty to keep 
me long er from Home, from my Wiſe and 
\ Children. and from Beheben can 
he of no Beneſit to my; Oreditors. Pr 
ecutors ye autre; but! Judges: e 
Then it was commendable to reſent,” now 
it will be laudable to forgive, and te re- 
move all Impediments to my Happineſs; 
and therefore to you now I make Appeal. 


ig not to the Strong, nor the Rare to the 
Swift, Few Men of my Age have had 
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ſtriouſly; but Fortuna Mercatoris ſape mu- 


der the like Misfortunes (which God for- 
bid) would not they hope for Iuſtice under 


been deprivd of??? nh tr 


mayhave ſome inſignificant Charge againſt 
my Behaviour in Priſon, ſor ſome paſſio- 
nate Expreſſions, or the like; bur the Pro. 


vocation Was great, and the Burthen of 
my Afflictions heavy. I do not pretend to 


be ep from human Infirmities, tho? 
the worſt « ä Sufferings was OE 
COAar- 


 form'd * li and exconted: it 


Let every one conſider, that the Bartle 


better Proſpects, or labour d more indu- 
tat. If any other Perſon ſhould fall un- 


che ſeveral Laws and Treaties that I have 
Alt is very poſſible, that my Adverſaries 
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eee endenyouring to we you 
farther Satiafackion. 363 Sn 16 25 yo 

Upon the whole, I hombiy bope you 
tl unanimouſly array your ' ſelves with 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, Charity and For- 
bearance, according to the Apoſtle's Ex- 
N and ler brot herly Love continus. 1 
fay, I hope, by unanimous Conſent, you 
will ſend me over ſuch a Power or Inſtru- 
ment, as ſhall enable me to return to 
Englaud in Security, where I may become 
- a beneficial Member to Society, uſeful to 
my Country, and helpful to my Family, 
where I may not only aſſiſt in ſettling be- 
tween you and your Aſſignees; but iß out 
of the Abundance of your Commerce, 
and the Richneſs of y your good Nature, 
you would give but a Breath of Encou- 
ragement to a young Man, who hath had 
too juſt a Senſe of Honour and Integrity, 

to rob you of your Eſtates b 'Perjury and 
Conccalment, as it's to be teat*d, is forne- 
times done, I might, by a Re. eſtabliſhment 
in Trade, and by obſerving a ſurer 8 
eircumſpect Conduct, be able to pay 0 
N or the whole of the —— — 
Debts, which tho by your Generoſity Lam 
now acquirted of in the Eye of the Law, yet 
am not the. leſs oblig*d to in foro conſtientie. 

I fear I have treſpaſsd too long in 
the Relation of a melancholy Story, ro 


which 


1 
4 


which I ſhall add nothing, but to beg of 
you to give it a candid Reading, making 
proper Allowances for Method and Stile, 
Slips of the Pen, and Errata of the Preſs: 
For my long Confinement, attended with 
a Ohain of other Aflictions, the Want of 
| Engliſh Books and Converſation, bears 
down at preſent all my Faculties, weak 
at beſt, eſpecially as to any Capacity in 
Writing, However, I truſt, that the 
Force of Truth will prevail, tho' Flowers 
of Rhetorick ſhould be wanting, and in 
Hopes of your favourable Judgment, I 
ſubmit my Caſe to your ſerious and im- 


partial Conſideration. _ 


Exilii mei. 


VN. B. The greateſt Cry and Clamour 
againſt me was for not ſtaying in the King- 
dom. Let every one conſide r that my prin- 
_ cipal Debts were to thoſe indebted to the 
Crown, and I was conſequently obnoxious . 
to an Extent in Aid, => thereby liable to 
have my Effects ſeized and fold at the Diſ- 
cretion of others, as hath been done in like 
Caſes, for leſs than Value, and to be con- 
fin'd during Life, without a ſpecial Act of 
Parliament: Wherefore I follow'd the Max- 
im of the Glorious Virgi een, Better 
te prevent than remedy. ey 
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